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Cassini, which he had kept during the time of I s residence at Passy ;  and in order to escape wh t he termed " an atrocious law " on the subject of h * abhorrence the Garde Nationale, he bought a pie< ; of land in the Ville d'Avray, at Sevres, on whic i he began to build a house, planned  by himsel This soon acquired celebrity as " Les Jardies," an . gave much amusement to the Parisians, who wer never tired of inventing stories about Balzac's vilk In March, 1838, before he settled in his new abod< he started on a journey to Sardinia to investigat matters himself about the mines.    It was a yea since the Genoese merchant had promised to sent him a specimen of the dross, and as nothing ha< yet arrived, he was beginning to feel anxious.
The object of his journey, was kept absolutely secret;  owing to the  dangers  of the post evei Madame Hanska being told only that " it is neither a   marriage,  nor   anything   adventurous,   foolish frivolous, or imprudent.    It is a serious and scientific affair, about which it is impossible for me tc tell you a word, because I am bound to the most absolute secrecy." *    He had to borrow from his mother   and  from   a   cousin,  and  to   pawn   his jewellery to obtain money for his expedition.    On the way he stayed with the Carrauds at Frapesle, where he was ill for a few days ; and he went from there to pay his " comrade " George Sand a three days' visit at Nohant     He found her  in man's attire, smoking a " houka," very sad, and working
* "Lettres a TEtrangere."